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THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO          THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO           
Komaba Campus                    Komaba Campus                    

College of Arts and SciencesCollege of Arts and Sciences

College of Arts and Sciences

• unparalleled organizational design since    
1949 

• all first- and second-year students(6,000) 
of the University of Tokyo belongs to the 
College of Arts and Sciences, whose 
independent campus (Komaba) holds 
more than 400 full-time faculty members. 
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Upper-class Placement

• Having completed liberal arts curriculum, 
third-year students, based on their 
aptitude and preference, are placed in one 
of ten colleges with more than fifty 
departments throughout the University. 

Late specializationLate specialization®®
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Curriculum Innovation

• Innovation ：1993 & 2006
• Focus on Learning Process on the side of 

the students.
• Student-Centered model of  Intellectual 

formation as well as moral formation.
• Development of ACTIVE LEARNING

KOMABA ACTIVE LEARNING STUDIO KOMABA ACTIVE LEARNING STUDIO 
(KALS)(KALS)
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The Writing Class with Tablet PCsThe Writing Class with Tablet PCs

Komaba Organization for Komaba Organization for 
Educational Development Educational Development 

(KOMED)(KOMED)
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Comprehensive Approach
• Satisfactory student outcomes can be 

achieved not by simply offering one course 
on study skills for first-year students, but 
by infusing all first-year courses with the 
aim of supporting students in transition 
and by creating a wide variety of co-
curricular activities on and off campus for 
the same purpose.

• Importance of “Learning Community”

Assignment of class

• Learning communities of about 40 
students is formed based on their choice 
of a foreign language.  Their “homeroom 
teacher” is assigned to them, and First-
Year Orientation Camp is organized as a 
part of orientation programs every year.  
This language-based cohort serves as the 
primary learning community on campus. 
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Advising

• Faculty Advising
Students can meet their full-time 
faculty adviser for advising sessions.

• Student Counseling Center
• Academic Guidance Center
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Anxieties and Hardships when Entering College
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A Survey Conducted of All First-Year Students in January 2007
(Multiple Answers Allowed)

STUDENT STUDENT 
COUNSELING COUNSELING 

CENTERCENTER
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ACADEMIC ACADEMIC 
GUIDANCE GUIDANCE 

CENTERCENTER

Independent Study
• Started in 1949, Independent Study invites 

all the members of the U.T. to offer 
courses beyond their specialized discipline.

• More than 100 courses/year offered.
• Human rights issues, Environment issues, 

Experiential Seminar, Haiku, Special 
Seminar for International Students, etc.

• Some of the courses are initiated by 
students.
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Experiential Experiential 
SeminarSeminar

First-Year Seminar

• Established in 1993 as a requirement for 
all first-year students in the Humanities, 
The First-Year Seminar is designed for 
first-year students to acquire basic 
academic skills as the main purpose. .

• Critical Thinking and Writing 
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The Book Guide for Liberal LearningThe Book Guide for Liberal Learning
published by the Faculty of Arts and Sciences in 2005published by the Faculty of Arts and Sciences in 2005

““Structuring KnowledgeStructuring Knowledge””
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New Initiatives

• Special Programs for First-Year 
Students

• “Global Focus on Knowledge” Lecture 
Series

• Empowering Global Leaders’ Network
• And more・・・

Special Lectures for New StudentsSpecial Lectures for New Students

「爆笑問題」「爆笑問題」
““Bakusho Bakusho 
MondaiMondai””

DVD            DVD            
Now on Now on 

SaleSale

Ms. Sadako Ogata, Ms. Sadako Ogata, 
former UN High former UN High 

Commissioner for Commissioner for 
RefugeesRefugees
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Dr. Masatoshi Koshiba, Nobel Physicist, Dr. Masatoshi Koshiba, Nobel Physicist, 
Professor Emeritus of the University of TokyoProfessor Emeritus of the University of Tokyo

““FRESH FRESH START@KomabaSTART@Komaba”” for New Students for New Students 
(March 2007)(March 2007)
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Harvard College in Asia Project (HCAP) Harvard College in Asia Project (HCAP) ––
University of Tokyo Exchange Program (March 2007)University of Tokyo Exchange Program (March 2007)

Faculty Development
• The College earnestly disseminate to all 

instructors the meaning and value of 
liberal education, learning with breadth 
and depth beyond demarcations of 
specialized disciplines at the time of 
entrance. 

• All the courses are subject to the “Student 
Evaluation” at the end of the semester.

• Its results are returned to each Faculty to 
be used to improve their future classes.
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Principle and 
Practice for 
Liberal 
Education at 
the University 
of Tokyo

Essential 
Teachers’
Manual
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Thank youThank you


